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Honorable i. G. Lasterling

County ~uditor, Limestone County

" croesbveck, Texas
| pear Sir: Opinion No. 0-6067
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gk 2, Article 19392,
:E‘ quedting the opinion of
& this department regarding tik» matter ioned therein 1is, in
X part, as follows:
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o "4 controveps

3 {ng the definiyion or qervice men and ex-members

“i ‘of the auxiliarNles\qs use-“n. : , article 1939-A

i of the Revised Clyil - More speci-

f fiocally, e¢

in sal
) %0 &an Ple e gjvYe me your construction so
3 that”1 y
Auditoy.

g 096, Aots of the 48th legislature, Regular
Session, 194 A £ Artiole 1939a, Vernon's Annotated Civil
Statutes, reads as £ollows:

"aN 4CT to amend Sections 1 and 2 of House Bill
No. 1004, Page 329 of the General Laws of the Regulsr
Segsion of the Forty-eixth Legislsture, so as to ex-
tend thelr provisions regarding the 1ssuance of certi-
: ficates and certified coples of inatruments to be used
p in futhering claime and estadlishing proof of such ex-
if service men of the Federal Goverament and such ex-
memders of the suxiliaries t0 the Armed Forces of the
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United Jtates Government of World War I, the Spanish-
American War, World War II, or any other aotive service,
to such claims for ocompensation or othsr claims to be
established; defining ex-service men and ex-members of
Auxilieries; repealing all laws and perts of laws in
conflict herewith; and declaring an emergency.

"BE IT ENACTZD BY THE LEGISLATURE OF TRE STATE OF TEXAS:

"S8ection 1, That Section 1 of House Bill No. 1004,
Page 329 of the Ueneral laws of the Regular Session of
the Forty-sixth Legislsture, be amended 30 as to here-
after read as follows:

"t3eotion 1. That from and after the effective date
of this Aot, all County Clerks, Distriect Clerks, and
other offiecials in this State who are required to issue
any form of certificate or any c¢opy or copies of imtru-
ments necessary as proof to establish any ¢laim or clainms
of any ex=-service men of the Federal Government or any ex-
members of the Auxiliaries to the Armed Forces of the
United States Government, shall issue such certificate,
and likewise certified copies of any instrument necessary
to prove any fact or establish any claim of such ex-
service msn or such ex-memders of the Auxiliaries, free
of any charge, and shall inclade the establiashing of com-
pensation status, and any other neceasary fadt to bs es-
tablished to aid and assist such ex-service men and ex-
members of the Auxiliaries in completing the record of
such service when negessary or required in the establish-
mant of claims and necsssary service status, in either
World War I, the Spanish-Azeyrican War, borld War II, or
any other active servioce, where such servioce was rendersd,
and where the person would, on proper proof, be entitled
to compensation, insurance, or any other form of adjusted
settlament for service rendered to the United States
Government by such ex-service men or ex-membsrs of the
Auxiliaries. The County Clerk, District Clerk, or other
officials issuing such certificates or certified copies
of instruments, shall not be liable for any settlement for
any such reduction, and the same shall not be counted as
fees collected and chargeabls to such office, and shall
form no part of the maximum fees of such offioe. 4ll of
the provisions of Section 1 hereof, shall inure to the
heirs at law of such ex-serviece men and ex-members of the
Auxiliaries, where the proof is necessary to estzblish the
claim emanating through or under sush ex-gervice msn or
ex-mpembers of the auxiliaries.?
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"S5e0, 2. That Section £ of House Bill No. 1004,
Page 329, of the General Laws of the Regular Session

of the Forty-sixth legis ature, be amended 80 as to

22T e SIS IAN

hereafter read as follows:

“tSection 2. Ex-service men and ex-members of the
Auxiliaries, as meant in this :0ot, shall include all
those persons recognized by the United Ltates Govern-
ment as being entitled to ad justment compensation, or
other form of setilement for service in time of war.'

"S5ec. 3. All laws and parts of laws in coanflict
herewith are hereby repealed to the extent of the oon-
flict only.

*“S8e0. 4. The fact that such certifiocates and cer-
tirdiéd ocoples will in the near future be needed for the
ex-sarvice men and the ex-members of the :uxiliaries to
the armed Foroces of the present conflict, and the fact
that there may not be another legislative session to con-
sider such legislation before 1945, oreate an emergency
and an imperative pubiic necessity that the Constitutional
Rule requiring bilis to be read on three several days in
sach House be suspended, and sald Rule is hereby suspended,
and this Aet shall take effect from and after its pasasage,
and it is8 80 enacted."

After carefully considering House Bill No. 598, supra, end
the definition of"ex-servicemen and ex-members%of the Auxiliaries as
defined by the iLet, you are respectfully edvised that it is the opin-
ion of this department that the sald terms “Ex-servicemen" and "Ex-
mombers™ of the suxiliaries includes al) those persons recognized
by the United States Government as belng entitled to adjustment
tompensation, or other form of settlement for service in time of
war, when such persons have been discharged from such services, or
when present members show that they are now recognized by the United
States Government ns being entitled to adjustment compensation, or
Other form of settlement for service in time of war,

Yours very truly

ATTORNKY GEMERAL OF "EXAS

By’ /{//
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